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ANECDOTES of the GRAND SIGNIOR, SELIM III. 


HE commencement of a new reign frequently ‘resembles 

the morning’s dawn, which deceitfully announces tlie bril- 
liant appearance of the orb of day, but is actually the precur- 
sor of thickening clouds and boisterous tempests. This simile 
is not inapplicable to the Sultat Selim III. Gibandari, the pre- 
sent ruler of the once formidable Ottoman empire. He is the 
son of the Empcror Mustapha IIL. distinguished by the sur- 
name of the glorious, and nephew to the last Turkish monarch, 
Abdul Hamid, who died very suddenly on the 7th of April, 
1789, in the 64th year of his age, after taking a cup of tndiges- 
tible coffec, leaving two male heirs, Sultan Mustapha and Sultan 
Mahmud.’ Contormably with the Turkish system of policy, 
which, to obviate the inconveniencies liable to result from the 
government of a minor, calls to the throne the oldest prince 
of the reigning family, Selim, who had been destined by his 
uncle for his suecessor, was, on the 13th of April, 1789, so- 
lemnly begirt with the hattechan, or sword: of Mahomet, in 
the mosque of Eyoub, as the 27th monarch of the race of Os- 
man, 
Never did any sultan manifest greater ardour and impetuos 
sity, or a more warlike spirit, than Selim Lil. on-his accession 
to the throne. He was then only in his 28th year, being born 
on the 24th of December, 1761, so that age cannot even yet 
be supposed to have extinguished his. energy. His vivacity 
was probably nothing more than illusion, a mere disguise as- 
sumed from motives of prudence, because at that time, the peo- 
ple, as well as the highest personages at Constantingple, ¢la- 
moured for the most vigorous prosecution of the war; and it 
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was not unknown, that the pacific disposition of Abdul Hamid 
. had contributed _to.his sudden death. 

“Tite gravidees GF the empire coticéaled their seitiments in 3- 
lent admiration ; while the people loudly congratulated them- 
selves on the accession of such a-spirited sovereign, who mani- 
fested, in all his actions, so decided an inclination for the conti- 
nuance of the war. When some one represented to him the 
state of the empire, and the dangers with which it was menaced, 
especially as Franee-and Spain might possibly be induced to 
side with the two imperial courts, he listened with attention to 
what he had to say, and at length replied: “ It is, neverthe- 


Iéss, my pleasure, to prosecute the war ;” and issued the most’ 
yp P 


positive orders to. this. effect, 
In the very first night of*his reign, Selim fixed himself firmly 
on the throne, and in the affections of the people. A fire 


broke out in the arsenal. Selim resolved to repair tothe spot, 


according to the custom of the sultans, that he might the more 
speedily check; by; his orders, the progress of the flames. He 
was told, that it was unusual for the sultans to’ appear in public, 
previous to theirsolemn inauguration, which consists in being 
girt.with the sword of Mahomet. _.Selim’s answer was accom- 
panied with. a look of asperity, and he gave orders to prepare 
immediately for his departure from: the seraglio. The people, 
amoug whom-he ordered: money to. be distributed, to encourage 
them.to exert themselves. in extinguishing the conflagration, 
accompanied him on his, return to the seraglio, with the loydest 
acelamations; so that no: person durst hazard any attempt 
against Selim, which otherwise might probably have, been, the 
case. .. The ceremony of girding on the sword had usually been 
agcompanied. with great musical. entertainments and dancing. 
Selim would. not celebrate it with any festivities of that kind, 
but gave a tournament, which he thought bettey sujted to. the 
circumstances of the times. Sis ea ot te Yh 

Though forume. was far, from smiling on.Selim’s, arms, yet he 
resolved not to,lay them, down. In 1791, when the empress- 
mother, or Sultana,Valide, for whom he entertained the highest 
veneration, wauld not desist, in spite of ,his.admonitions. pat to, 
intermeddle with state affairs, from importuning bim to make 
peace with, Russia, he at length lost, all patience, and removed 
his so peaceably-disposed mother, fora time from his palace, to 
the Ghar 


are usually kept. .Nevertheless, a, peace, took iplace, the same 

year with the Empress Catharine LI, after, the treaty. conclude 

at Saistowe, on the 4th,of August, had reconciled Austria and 

the. Porte. In August, 1791, preliminaries of peace were 

signed at Petersburgh, and were succeeded by the definitive 

treaty, ratified on. the 29th of December, at the congress, of 
assy. 


Since 








aglio, where the, women.of the deceased monarch, 
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Since that period, Selim ILI. has lived in relations of amity 
with his formidable north-eastern neighbour ; and, seven years 
afterwards, when France attempted to ravish Egypt from his 
sceptre, these were still more closely cemented, by means of a 
detensive alliance between Russia and the Porte. ‘The politi- 
cal storms which shook the Turkish empire, at the conclusion 
of the 18th, and the beginning of the 19th century, demanded 
a skilful hand to guide the helm of the state. Internal energy 
was wanting to preserve the shattered’ vessel. With all the re- 
sources which the Porte has at its disposal, it has not even been 
able to'quell the insurrections of rebellious. pachas, and to se- 
cure the internal tranquillity of the empire’ against the nume- 
tous hordes of banditti, which overrun its provinces. During 
the late war ‘with France, Selim was involved in continual soli- 
citude, which crippled the execution of every decisive measure. 
Hence Egypt, though cleared of foreign enemies, remained in 
astate of insurrection; the audacious Paswan Oglu defied him 
at Widdin, and the bold Czerny George, successfully asserted 
the'claims of the Servian insurgents, against the troops of the 
grand signior. ' 

At such a crisis as the present, irresolution is the most dan- 
gerous quality of a sovereign, especially at Constantinople. 
The grandees about the person of Selim ILI. soon perceived 
that the energy he at first manifested, and of which even ordi- 
nary men are susceptible, when circumstances inspire them with 
enthusiasm, was foreign to the character of the sultan, and they 
turned the discovery to their advantage. Affairs soon went at 
Selim’s court, as they had done at that of the weak’ and good- 
natured Abdul Hamid.’ New intrigues, new changes of minis- 
try, new movements of parties, under foreign influence, new 
systems, and an everlasting fluctuation of principles in the di- 
van! ee 

Selim Gibandari is more entitled to respect as a private man 
than as a sovereign ; his ideas are more enlightened and more 
free'from prejudice than those of his predecessors ; and his sen- 
tinients are tolerant and accommodated to the present times. 
He is even reported to possess a happy talent at poetical com- 
position in the Arabic language. The Turks, however, have 
greater need of a man of strong mind, than of a bel-esprit, to 
conduct their affairs. Selim is indeed charged with being very 
fond of money, and with hoarding it more than any of his pre- 
decessors; but, on the other hand, he displays great generosity 
in the distribution of rewards. 

His present conduct forms a striking contrast with the cha- 
racter which bie at firstassumed. He then appeared as the pro- 
fessed enemy of the Franks. ‘This antipathy impelled him to 
issue, among others, the severe edict, prohibiting all Franks, 
(or Christians), and Jews, from wearing the Turkish . costeme, 
3Me and 
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and commanding them to dress in clothes after the French -fa- 
shion. ‘This ordinance was extremely mortifying to, them, as it 
exposed them to the contempt and derision .of the, Turks, 
throughout all Constantinople. 

On the contrary, Selim now treats the Franks,. and. particu, 
Jarly those resident.at Constantinople, with great indulgedee 
and humanity. On this subject, anecdotes are related. con- 
cerning him, for which a parallel would be sought in’ vain, in 
the history of his ancestors. The sultans have, :for example, 
considered it as beneath them to look at a‘ Frank, as they rode 
pasthim. ‘They either looked down, or turned thein faces ano- 
tuer way, with contempt. Sultan Selim, however, is said, wher 
riding in procession and in solemn pomp, to the Dschamie, te 
have often looked with an airof benignuity at the Franks stand- 
ing by the way-side, and even to have sometimes bowed to them, 
when they respectively uncovered: thei heads, which, being 
against the custom of the east, might, om the contrary, bave 
drawn upon them a reprimand, 

It is well known, that he bas had wany interviews with Franks 
at Dolma Bachdscheh, and that be bas verbally communicated 
his pleasure and his orders to those whom he has taken into his 
service. Oncertaindays in the week, he has even eaused the 
ladies and:gentlemen belonging to the French families. settled 
at Pera and Galata, to assemble and dance ina saloon in his 
seragho ; and he generally watched them, while engaged in 
this amusement, through a lattice. On such occasions one of 
the company, by his desire,:plays on a small organ, his favour- 
ite tune, the well-known Marlburough seu va-t-cn guerre, and 
the others accompany the music with their voices. ‘The cele- 
brated lullaby-song of the late dauphin, formerly sung all over 
Europe, from the Seine to the Oby, and now almost forgotten, 
has at length completed its tour of the world, having penctrated 
to Constantinople, It has there maintained its ground longer 
than any where else ; for, as it pleased the sultan, it became al- 
most a national air, and you may still hear it sung by. many a 
‘I'schaikschu ; but somewhat mutilated, it is true, and only to 
be recognised from the beginning of the tune, 

_ The following true anecdote evinces the politeness of the 
emperor towards the I’ranks. One fine summer's day, many of 
the Frankish families resident at Constantinople, had assembled 
at Buyukdere, on some festive occasion. The fineness of the 
weather, or perhaps curiosity to see so mauy Franks together, 
likewise enticed the grand signior from his water-party to the 
same place. ‘The sky was suddenly overcast, and a heavy 
shower of -rain fell, just when all the company weve walking in 
an extensive meadow. ‘The ladies who were provided with 
umbrellas, put them up; but as the grand siguior alone had 
the privilege of employing this kind of defence, either against 
sun 
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sun or-rain, aad uo person is allowed to use it in his. presence, 
they immediately let down their umbrellas, whilst the sultan 
passed by them, on his return to his gondola... No, sooner did 
hé perceive this mark) of attention, than he.sent a message, 
granting, them permission to make use of their, umbrellas, even 
ia His presence. | , 

dhe emperor frequently goes about in the capital, incognito, 

and ifr various disguises. Sometimes he wears a green turbaa 
ancl jan, Albanian , dress, or an Arnaut cap, and wide red. cloak, 
with gold clasps, after the manner of the Bosniaks. . On these 
oceasions he js generally attended by. no more, than four per- 
sons, all dressed in the same manner. as himselt,,s0 a3 not to be 
distinguished. , One of these attendauts is the executiqner, who 
always follows the grand signior, in all ‘his excursions, both on 
horseback and; on foot, . It is. well known, that for any instance 
of speedy, justice, there is none to call him to.account, nor need 
he:even assign a cause. This privilege.the sultans have.always 
made) use of, and so did Selim in the first years of his reign. 
Now, however, he forms an, honourable exception in the excr- 
cise of. this barbarous prerogative; conformably to custom, he 
still retains the terrific attendant, but. without ‘calling for his 
professional services. lv these excursions, he often, visits the 
scliools, the barracks, .the coffee-houses, the academical ingti- 
tutions, and. the guard-houses ; and he not unfrequently distri- 
butes, with his,own hand, gratuities among those who have 
either obtained his approbation, or whom he wishes to encoa- 
rage, 
According to, the Jaws of the Turkish empire, every male 
must. Jearn some business, and from this, the sultans themselves 
are not exempted. , Selim learned the art of .paintiag on mus- 
lin, and, during his reign, it has come so.much into, vogue in 
the seraglio, that a great number of sophas and divans, in the 
interior of the palace, are now covered with this kind of painted 
muslins. 

The superior understanding of his mother, the Sultana, Va- 
lide, gave her, a great influence over the emperor... She had 
formerly been the slave of a mussulman, named Velizade, and 
was brought up with Murad Bey, who smce acquired, such) ce- 
Jebrity as a chief of. the mamelukes, and who was likewise pur- 
chased in early youth by the same master. Arriving in the se- 
raglio in the very flower of youthtul beauty, and a_ proficient 
in all,the little arts that are practised in the haram, she was for- 
tunate enough to gain the fayour. of Sultan Mustapha, and to 
become the mother of a pringe of| the race of the Osmanides. 
The. affection “of the sultanas.for, their children,. whom they 
sucklejthemselyes, is almost always peculiarly strong in the se- 
raglio; and the attachment of the latter to the mother, is not 
lesg:remarkable, The sultana mothers have, therefore, from a 
remote 
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remote period, enjoyed the privilege of acting important parts 
at the Ottoman court. 

Sultan Selim cherished the highest degree of veneration and 
gratitude for her who gave bim life. The Sultana Valide (who 
died in October, 1805, in’ her 73d year) always manifested a 
particular kindness and regard for the French, and even during 
their invasion of Egypt, she never abatidoned their cause. 
France and the Porte are now again intimately connected, and 
the former has declared itself the protector'and defender of the 
Turkish empire. 

Sultan Selim has three:sisters, daughters of Sultan Muste 
pha, but by a different mother. They are all living. The el&® 
est, who has’ the title of schack sultana, or imperial princess, 
is married to Nuhandschi Mustapha, formerly pacha of Saloni- 
chi. As-he isnot a man of much atnbition, and his character 
excites no suspicion in the court, he is suffered to’'live peacea- 
bly with his wife; in a palace contiguous to the ‘suburb of Ey- 
rub. As far as respects him, a custom that no pacha, whether 
in office or not, shall-reside in the capital, unless he occupies a 

lace itr the divan, ‘or fills some of the high offices of state, has 
hn dispensed with. ‘The second sister, known by’ the’nanie 
of Beibam Sultana, is the widow of Selikdar Mustapha Pacha, 
formerly kai-makan, or deputy ‘of the grand ‘vizir, who died 
pacha of Bosnia. The third 4s called Hedischa Sultana, and is 
the widow of Seid Achmed Pacha, who died pacha of Wan, on 
the frontiers of Persia. aft 
Sultan Selim has, as yet, no issue ; and such is his neglect of 
the women of the haram, that it is scarcely expected that he 
will ever become'a father. ‘The ‘heirs apparent to the throne 
are his first cousin’, Sultan Mustapha, and Sultan Malmud, sons 
of ‘the Sultan Abdul Hamid, the elder of whom is twenty-se- 
ven, enéthé younger twenty-two'years of age. | Bothof them 
are very many 4 treated by the ‘present. grand signior, out of 
gratitude for the kindness he himself experienced from’ their 
father, his-uncle.' “Nevertheless, they are, according to custom, 
obliged to live secluded from allsoeiety, in the inmost recesses 
of ‘the great seraglio ; and they are permitted, but very rarely, 
to leave their’ quarter, in order to’ kiss‘the hand of the reignin 
pertpnt s ith ‘no other ‘companions ' than women doome 
to sterility,:and no other’ attendants than black eunuchs, -are 
‘these’ princes obliged to pass theit lives. 
' Such are the successors of the celebrated Ottoman heroes of 
past ages; ‘of ‘those mighty atid warlike ‘sultans, who, bred in 
camps, ‘struck terror into all Christendom. Imbued only with 
the precepts of the ‘koran, and the sentiment of hatred to the 
“Christitins ;- withont the Jeast knowledge of the world, from 
which they are totally excluded ; ignorant alike of the business 
of war, and the important duties imposed on the sovereign of 
80 
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so. immense, an empire; one of these princes will, after Selim’s 
death, ascend, the tl throne, unless perhaps Selim. him-, 
self be destined to conclude the line of the 27 monarchs of the 


race of Osman. 


“THE RING, 
| A Moral Tale. ° 
‘ By the Authoress of the Occasional Essays, 








( Continued from Page 369.) 


« E beauteous form and amiable manners of a youn 
. Portugtese, then on a visit with'a family to England, 
mérely ‘to see the country, first taught him what it was to be a 
man. “This lady was descended “from a family of rank and 
opulénce. In Merit’s bosom, love giowed with ardour; but 
HONOUR, ruled With scéptered sway, dréading to be suspected 
of @ mean, mércenary design upon, her fortune, he bridied his 
totigue, though he could not curb his feclings ; every look and 
attion spoke a passion that burned with fervour, and for her 
aldne ; nor was the lady insensible to his worth. But in endea- 
vouting tO suppress the sentiment, the barriers of prudence 
wete thtown down, the flame involuntarily burst forth, and, 
oh! estacy, the pure impulse, the warm, generous passion, the 
refined sentiment of exalted, genuine love (casting a look of 
indescribable tenderness on Maria, raising a blush on her dim- 
pled cheek of crimson hue) met. a reciprocal return. Merit 
was a man of too much honour to propose any step repugnait 
to fernale delicacy ; a private meeting was never hinted at, but 
an intercourse of letters took place. The lady would take no 
step inconsistent with her duty, by giving her hand without the 
eatire approbation of her father, who fondly loved her, and in 
her felicity his sole happiness consisted. That he was far from 
being tainted with that pride, so natural to his countrymén, and 
might be brought to consent to the union, provided the diffe- 
rence of religion could be accommodated ; but certain shie was, 
he would never consent to her marrying any man, however 
high in point of rank, unless a true catholic, and bid him ‘serie 
ously reflect, if he could renounce his faith. “This was touch- 
ing on a tender string; to renounce his faith! If such was the 
bar, it was indeed: insurmountable—the very idea made him 
shudder. Whilst he was considering how and in what manner 
to answer this important ‘letter, a short note was hastily deli- 
vered to him, apparently written in great haste, and with a 
pencil; 
6 * Our 
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* Our ‘correspondence is discovered. T'am' this moment! tg 
be'hortied’ out-of towt}, and to, embark, with all'expedition, for 
Lisbon. Make’ yourself happy “till you‘can ‘hear from’ me ; if 
I cannot be your's, | pledge myself, by the holy’ virgin ! ‘never 
ta be the wite-of another”. Paty 

“ You may readily conceive what effect such a note pro- 
duced on the mind of Merit ; the consohng hand of friendship 
alone, saved him from madacss.. Weeks, months elapsed, 
without any tidings of the lovely Portuguese ; he fancied her 
shut up in a.conveut, and, ao lguger able,to beax his grief and 
anxiety, determined on following her to Lisbon, where he safely 
arrived. I shall nog intrude on your patience the many difh- 
culties he encouutered before he obtained an interview with 
his beloved. mistress, who had written, him. several letters, aud, 
by not receiving any answer found she had been betrayed.# A 
suheme was at-last, set.on foot to get, him introduced to, her fa- 
ther, who became alts cenbuted Wak the young English- 
man, whev a circumstance happened that greatly facilitated the 
dezigd. The old gentleman, mistaken, for. another, was_at- 
tacked one,dark night by brayoes in, the street, no uncommon 

case in that country ;, it was Merit’s good fortune to rescue him, 
alinost at the expence of life, for he received a wound, whieh, 
at first, it was feared would, prove mortal. Gratitude for his 
brave deliverer, would not permit him to resign him to. any 
care but his own, and an apartinent was assigned to him in his 
house, Grief and distraction for tbe fate of her lover drew 
from bis daughter the whole secret, that he was not the gentle- 
man whose name he had assumed, but the very idcutical Mr. 
Merit, who had, so deservedly, gained. her affections in’ Eng- 
lund, a correspondence with whom he had most cruelly inter- 
rupted, and driven her to the brink of despair! whose unalter- 
able Jaye for her had brought bim to Lisbon, and whose life had 
now fallen a sacrifice in a father’s defence, Excess of grief 
brought on a violent fever, attended with a high’ déiridm, 10° 
which the young lady was incessantly raving that her murdered 
lover’s life, was despaired of; the thought of losing her was 
worse than death, to a father who doated on her ; and to marry 
her toa heretic, harvowed up his very soul. In short the old 
geotleman was vearly in a state of distraction himself; but 
something must be done, as the pbysician assured him, that 
unless her mind was setatease,she could not possibly recover. 
He therefore consented to the match, leaving it to the physi- 
ciay, who was a particular friend, to watch the proper time of 
r-turning reason to communicate his intentions, and to entreat 
her to live for his sake, and Merit’s, whom he should hence- 
torth consider as a son. 
“ As to Merit, he intended to be the harbinger of the. good 
news himscH, as soon as his daughter was pronounced 6ut of 
y danger, 
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danger, for that gentleman was entircly ignorant of the state. 
of his mistress’s health; this was carefully concealed, to acce- 
lerate his recovery, and an excuse made for her not visiting 
him asa point of etiquette, which he was informed the ladies 
strictly adhered to in that country. The physician proceeded 
with infinite caution, fearing the effects of over-joy might prove 
fatal, and beginning with informing her that Merit’s wound 
began to wear a favourable appearance, (which was really the 
case), and, by degrees, fully intormed her, a union with that 
gentleman would be acceded to on a recovery of health. She 
pressed his hand, called down blessings from Heaven on her 
dear father, and burst out into a copious flood of tears, which 
the physician did not think it prudent to check. The lady be- 
gan to recover rapidly, the gentleman but slowly, and as he 
was entirely ignorant of the past circumstances, or the young 
lady’s avowal of their mutual affection, it was thought better to 
postpone the knowledge of his good fortune, ’till the lady was so 
far convalescent as to visit him, and inform bim of it herself. 
More particulars are unnecessary as a prelude to the marriage, 
more than some steps were taken to prevail with the intended 
bridegroom to come over to the Romish church, but without 
success ; however he at last consented that issue, whether male 
or female, should be brought up in the religion of the coun- 
try. 
Ys They were united, and Mr. and Mrs. Merit, happy in each 
othet’s affection, lived a life of felicity for near.twenty years ; 
but the latter never knew the happiness of being a mother ; that 
blessing was denied them. 


(To be continued. ) 





Lord Cochrane's Addrefs to the Electors of Westminster, 
May 6, 1807. 


\ HEN his lordship came forward on the hustings, he was 
received with loud acclamations. To one of the popus 
lace, who seemed anxious to interrupt him, his lordship ob- 
served, “ My good fellow, wait ’till you know me, and you'll 
be the best friend [have here!” His lordship then jumped out 
from the hustings, and standing forward upon the narrow 
wooden bar, which separates the constables from the populace, 
addressed them in the following terms: “ Gentlemen, all 1 
want is a fair hearing.—(/oud applause) | don’t want you to buy 
a pig in a poke—(here the loud laughter and huzzas of the popu- 
tace interrupted him for a few minutes) If you don’t like nie 
when you have heard me, why then reject meat once. Gentle- 
men, had I not been convinced that you were independent 
Vol. 47. 3 N inen, 
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men, I would not have the impudence to offer myself before 
you. 

“ Gentlemen, I stand upon the footing of perfect inde- 
pendence, unconnected with any person whatever. Gentlemen, 
Pii tell you what I mean by the word independence—No man 
ein be independent who is brought forward by any party, to 
vote for or against any particular set of men, without reference 
to measures. I say measures, and not men, ought to be sup- 
ported. Gentlemen, | am no puppet, set up to dance before 
you here by the lords of the treasury, as you have too often 
seen. (Loud huzzas). 1am the friend of my country, and its 
constitution. JT am not even personally acquainted with a 
single one of his majesty’s present ministers, and I only know 
a very few of the late administration. 

‘** You have been told, gentlemen, that a naval man is an ims 
proper candidate: but did they know any thing about the ser. 
vice who told you so?—They should have told you of other 
persons who are. unfit for being members of parliament, as well 
as naval officers. Js a puppy who delights to drive his curricle 
and horses over the necks of the people, a fit candidate to re- 
present you im parliament?—A loud cry of no brewers—[This 
alludes to Mr. Ehott, who is another candidate for Westminster, 
and by tradea brewer.] No dancing puppies—No men that won't 
Jight !—Gentlemen, is a fellow a proper candidate to represent 
you, who squares his mouth to tickle the ears of bis horse— 
a felldw who, with the brains of an ass, delights to flourish the 
guts of a beast round the head of. a brute, in order to please the 
ladies in Bond-strect? (Loud laughter and huzzas, which lasted 
for several minutes.) Is such a creature tit to be a legislator, 
gentlemen? No! L'il bed—dit he is—( Loud cheers.) 

“ Now, gentlemen, I'll tell you what my pretensions are ; 
and, as it rains very hard, L will not detain you long, although 
I could speak two hours; and [ think you begin to like te 
hear me. (Loud applauses)—Geutlemen, | ain not entitled to 
speak of my services myself, but 1 mean to pledge my past 
conduct and character as a security for the performance of my 
promises. 

“ Gentlemen, ] am an enemy to plunder, peculation, cor- 
ruption, tyranny, and oppression, wherever itis to be found. J 
have been a long time kept at a. distance from the seat of go- 
vernment in the service of my country ; and did not know the 
scenes of corruption that were going on at home: but 1 am 
acquainted from aan: with what the constitution was, in times 
of purity, and I shall do my endeavours to restore it to that 
enviable state. Gentlemen, L know that plunder aad terrible 
abuses prevail in every department ; and it is not in the power 
of members of parliament, who have left the service for many 
Years, i 
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years, to know practically, as I do, the abuses in the naval de- 
partnient of Jate years. 

« Gentlemen, it is the same in the military service as it is 
at home : when an honest man is put at the head of affairs, all 
goes on pretty smoothly and fairly ; but when a new com- 
mander in chief is appointed, of a different character, every 
thing falls back into its old state of plunder and corruption. 
One day there is oppression and tyranny exercised, and the 
next day quite a contrary system is adopted. 

‘‘ T have now a few words to say about members of par- 
liament. Gentlemen, you have heard much about reform in 
parliament ; but L'il tell you what will knock that busiuess on 
the head at once. I am an enemy toall sinecure placemen and 
pensioners, and [ wish that the bribery and corruption oath, 
which is administered to the candidates at an election, was also 
administered to every member of parliament before he was al- 


- Jowed to vote on any question. Do you think, gentlemen, that 
vq } ’ 


any member of the house of commons would perjure himself, 
and vote with the minister to obtain a dirty pension ?—( A loud 
cry of § All, all, all?) That may be, gentlemen, but [ declare, 
upon my honour, and [ take God to witness, that L am not one 
ot that kind; and that I will be the first, if 1 am returned to 
parliament, to point out and hold up to the public the man 
whom I suspect to be thus perjured. (Loud huzzas.) Now, 
gentlemen, as a great. deal has been said about the king dis- 
missing his servants, | think I have a right ta say something 
about it too! (Loud laughter.) Do you think that ministers 
woukl ge to dismiss themselves from their fine fat situatidns ? 
If the king has not aright to disiniss his servants, who the 
devil has ? Are we to wait ’till they dismiss themselves? (Loud 
laughter.) Now, gentlemen, I won't detain you any longer. 
I think I have said enough to convince you that I come here 
on perfectly independent principles. I deelare to God [ am 
supported by no party and no nnnister whatever, and [ pledge 
myself to hunt down plender, peeulation, corruption, bribery, 
sinecure placemen and pensioners, wherever | can find them. 
(Loud and repeated huzzas.) And if his majesty’s present mi- 
nisters do not act upon a system of economy and oppasition 
to corruption and peculation, [hope his majesty will have spirit 
enough once more to dismiss them from his presence with the 
disgrace they will deserve.” 

His lordship then retired, amid loud and reiterated shouts of 
applause. 








Method of Washing White Silk Patent Lace. 


“Hy OLD up the piece to the length of about a quarter of ‘a 
yard, and stiteh it up tightly together with a needle and 
S3N2 thread ; 












892 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


thread ; anoint the surface of the piece with a little sweet oil 
upon the end of a feather, and boil it one hour in strong soap 
and water. When taken out and dried, it will have a snowy 
whiteness, superior to its original colour. 





Lord Grenville’s Letter to the Society for promoting Christian 
Knowledge. 


if igen society having stated in an advertisement that the 

late bill for the relief of catholic officérs, was “ an inno- 
vation hostile to the established church,” Lord Grenville, who 
is a member of it, addressed the following letter to the seere- 
tary. 


Sir, Downing-street, May 2d, 1807. 


* The society for promoting Christian knowledge, of which I 
am amember, has thought fit to publish, during 4 general 
election, a resolution declaratory of its opinion respecting a 
political measure recently submitted to parliament. 

That measure, brought forward for purposes of peace, union, 
and public security, by men who yield to none of their fellow- 
subjects in loyalty to their sovereign, and attachment: to the 
civil and religious constitution of their country, is there stig- 
matized as hostile to the established church and ecclesiastical 
constitution of the realm, and as subversive of those principles 
which placed his majesty’s family on the British throne. 

It is natural for those whose characters are thus aspersed, to 
inquire by what right any persons have taken upon themselves, 
in the name of such a society, to give countenance and cur- 
rency to an injurious and groundless calumny, fabricated for 
the watch-word of a party, and calculated only to excite and to 
uphold a popular clamour. 

The society was instituted, as its annual publications declare, 
for “ the increase of the knowledge and practice of our holy 
religion,” by the support of charity schools, and by the distri- 
bution of Bibles, Heap, aud religious tracts. ‘Those 
who have directed the present proceeding can best explain in 
what manner Christian k nowledge, or Christian practice, will be 
increased by promoting religious aniniosities and civil discord, 
by stirring up the blind prejudices and ungovernable passions 
of the ignorant, and by circulating amongst our fellow-subjects, 
instead of the word of truth and charity, the libellous and in- 
flammatory calumnies of electioneering contests and party 
violence, 

As a member of the society, solicitous for the promotion of 
its genuine objects, I desire to enter my dissent to a resolution 
purporting to express its unanimous opinion. I object to the 
propricty 
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propriety of its taking part at all in the political divisions of the 


country. I object. to its labouring to extend and to prolong 


those divisions, with respect to a measure publicly withdrawa, 
and of which there is consequently no longer any question. 
But most of all I object to the truth, and may I not add, to the 
decency of acensure, which, if it were founded either in justice 


-or in reason, would apply equally to almost every description of 


public men, and would even implicate all those authorities which 
are the most entitled to our respect and reverence. 

It to permit the king’s subjects of all persuasions to serve 
him in his army, be “ an unconstitutional innovation,” with 
whom, and. when, did it originate? It was first made the law 
in Ireland fourteen years ago, at the express recommendation 
of the crown, delivered from the throne by-one or his majesty’s 
present ministers, then lord lieutenant of that kingdom. 

If the adoption of a similar:law in Great Britain would be 


“an aet of hostility to the established church,” to whom shall 


that hostility be ascribed? .To those who have now proposed, 
orto those who long ago engaged for that concession? To 


the framers of Lord Howic’s bill, or to those members’ and 
-supporters of the present government, who, in the year 1793, 


gave and authorized that promise to the catholics of Ireland? 

If the employment of catholic officers and catholic soldiers 
in the general service of the empire; if the permitting them 
to hold and exercise, at his majesty’s discretion, all military 
commissions, the rank and station of a general not,excepted ; 
if the relieving them in this respect from all penalties and dis- 
abilities on account of their religious persuasion—if these things 
be matter of just alarm “ to the ecclesiastical constitution of 
this country,” when was the moment for that alarm? In the 
year 1804 all this, and more than this, was done in an act pro- 
posed by Mr. Pitt, with the concurrence of his colleagues, now 
in administration, passed by the British parliament, and sanc- 
tioned by his majesty’s royal assent. That act legalized a long 
list of military commissions, antecedently granted by his ma- 
Jesty with the advice of the same ministers ; and it enabled his 
Majesty prospectively to grant at his discretion all military 
commissions whatever to catholics, not indeed to British or 
Irish catholics, but to foreign catholics ; to men who owe his 
majesty no allegiance, and who are not even required to dis- 
claim those teuets which all our fellow-subjects of that per- 
suasion have solemnly abjured. 

What ground of difference will then remain to justify these 
outrageous calumnies aguinst the late proposal? Is it that mea 
were permitted to aspire to the rewards and honours of a pro- 
fession, to the toils and dangers of which the legislature of the 
country had long since invited them? Is it that the same in- 


dulgences which had been promised and granted to = 
v 
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by others, were not withbeld by us from protestant dissenters ? 
Or. is it, lastly, that we judged our own countrymen and fel- 
jow-subjects entitled, under his majesty’s discretion, to the same 
confidence and favour which parliament had so recently ex- 
tended to foreigners of allnations and all descriptions ? 

And let me farther ask, if these coiveessious, all, or any of 
them, are “ subversive of tue principles which plaeed his ma- 
jesty’s illustrious house upon the throne,” what is to be said of 
the far more extensive indulgences proposed in 1801, by that 
great minister, now no more, whose name | have already men- 
tioned ? Were his principles also subversive of the established 
church, and of the civil constitution of the monarchy? And if 
he too must be involved in this undiscriminating and injurious 
censure, what condemnation will not those men deserve, wha in 
the very moment of pretended danger have advised his majesty 
to eall to his present councils tlre authors, the partizans, and the 
supporters of Mr. Pitt’s plan; a pian including all that.has 
been new proposed, and extending very far beyond our mea- 
sure? 

On the expediency of these measures statesaren may differ. 
To stigmatize them as hostile to our establishments or danger- 
ous to our constitution, is to libel both the throne and the par- 
liament, to calumniate the existing laws, and to impute to the 
most considerable public characters of our age, both the living 
and the dead, principles and purposes disclaimed by themselves, 
and contradicted by the whole tenour of their lives. It is tor 
the society to consider whether such a conduct be consonant 
to the character which it befits them to maintain; or in any 
manner conducive to the objects of a charitable and a religious 
institution. 

I have the honour to be, &c. &Xc. 


GRENVILLE. 


The Rev. G. Gaskin, D. D, Secretary to the Society 
for promoting Christian Knowledge. 


Extract of the Act referred to in the foregoing Letter, entitled, 
“ An Act for enabling Subjects of Forergn States to entist as 
Soldiers in his Majesty’s Service, and for enabling his Majesty 
éo grant Commissions to Subjects of Foreign States to serve as 

icers or as ingineers, under certain Restrictions ; and to in- 
demnify nll Persons who may have advised his Majesty to entist 
any such Soldiers, or grant any such Commissious as aforesaid.” 
[14th July, 1804.] 


WHEREAS it hath been dcemed expedient by his majesty, 
in order to provide in the speediest manner for the better de- 
fenee and greater security of the united kingdom, in the pre- 
sent imposiant juncture of aflaits, to permit certain foreigners, 
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now in Great Britain, to enlist as soldiers into his majesty’s ser- 
vice, and for the better disciplining of such soldiers, to form 
them into regiments, battalions, or corps, and to grant comnnais- 
sions or letters of service therein, to certain foreiga officers ac- 
guainted with their maniuers and language ; and it may be ex- 
pedient, during the continuance of the present war, to augment 
such regiments, battalions, or corps, and to form other regi- 
ments, battalions, or corps, and .to enlist as soldiers to serve 
therein respectively such other foreigners as shall be willing to 
enlist themselves in his majesty’s service ; and also to enable 
his majesty to grant commissions or letters of service to foreign 
officers therein ; and it is proper, that all persons who shall or 
may have advised his majesty to enlist such soldiers, and to 
grant such commissions or letters of service as aforesaid, should 
be indemnified ; and it is necessary that quarters should be pro- 
vided for such regiments, battalions, or corps, during their con 
tinuance in any part of the united kingdom: be it therefore 
enacted by the king’s most excellent majesty, by and with the 
advice and consent of the lords spiritual and temporal, and 
commons, in this present parliament assembled, and by: the au- 
thority of the same, that all such foreign soldiers as have bees 
already enlisted into his majesty’s service, and formed into re- 
giments, battalions, or corps, as aforesaid, shall be deemed and 
taken to have been and to be legally and effectually enlisted 
and formed; and all such commissions or letters of service as 
have been already granted by his majesty to any foreign officers 
im such regiments, battalions, or corps, shall be deemed and 
taken to have been and to be legally and effectually granted, 
and shall remain and continue in force in like manner in all-re- 
spects as if such soldiers had been enlisted and formed, and 
such commissions or letters of service had been granted, after 
the passing and under the provisions of this act; and all and 
every persons or person who shall or may have wdvised his ma- 
jesty to enlist such soldiers,and to grant such commissions of 
letters of service as aforesaid, shall be, and they and he ave or 
is hereby fully and effectually indemnified ; any law or statute 
to the contrary notwithstanding. 

And be it further enacted, that it shall be lawful for such 
persons, subjects of any foreign states, as shall be willing to 
serve his majesty, to enlist as soldiers, and to acerpt commis-~ 
sions or letters of service, to serve as officers or engineers, from 
his majesty, his heirs and successors, or from any persons duly 
authorized by his majesty to grant such commissions or letters 
of service (which commissions and letters of service it shall be 
lawful for his majesty, or for any persons duly euthorized in 
that behalf as aforesaid, to graut:) provided always, that no 
such person as aforesaid, shall be liable to any pain, penalty, or 
forfeiture whatever, for h aving accepted any such commission, 
6 ut 
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or enlisted as a soldier in any such regiments, battalions, or 
corps as aforesaid, by reason of his having professed the po- 

ish religion, and not having declared the same at the time of 
em accepting such commission or enlisting. 






































Account of the surprising Power of the Sword Fish. 
[From Barrow’s Voyage to Cochin China. ] 


<p SESE are instances, still more extraordinary than the 

salmon-leap, of the astonishing power which the mus- 
cles of fishes are capable of exerting ; so very extraordinary 
indeed, that were they uot authenticated in such a manner as 
not to leave the possibility of a doubt, they would certainly be 
considered as the inventions ef voyagers. Ships’ sides of thick 
oak plank have been completely perforated by the snout of the 
sword-fish, not of the common species the aiphias gladius, of 
which we struck one at the entrance of Porta-Praya bay, but 
another, or at least a variety, of greater dimensions, being 
sometimes from 20 to 30 feet in length, and distinguished by 
a large spotted black fin, and by the rounded extremity of the 
snout or bony process. Van Schouten, of Horne, in his very 

i entertaining voyage round the world, about the beginning of 
the 17th century, states that “ a great fish, or a sea-monster, 
having a horn like a common elephant’s tooth, not hollow but 
full, struck the ship with such great strength that it entered into 
three planks of the ship, two of green and one of oaken wood, 
and into a rib, where it turned upward to their great good for- 
tune.” In the year 1801, a Danish ship came into the Cape of 
Good Hope, in consequence of springing a leak off the Brazil 
coast. On examination it was found that she had been struck 
by asword-fish, the snout of which bad penetrated the bot- 
tom, where it still remained, having snapt close to the plank on 
the exterior side of the vessel. In the same year a sinall English 
ship came into, Table Bay, having received, in the Southern 
Atlantic, a stroke from a sword-fish, which buried part of the 
bony snout so deep in the stern-post as to impede the action 
of the rudder. These two facts consist with my own know- 
ledge, which, together with the piece of plank from the bottom 
of an East-Indiaman, now in the British Museum, transfixed by 
the sword of this fish, may satisfy the doubts of the most scep- 
tical on a subject which was known to the ancients perhaps 
more than 2000 years ago, as it is mentioned by Pliny to be a 
fact indisputably established long before his time. 
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An ANECDOTE. 


OME years ago a person requested permission of the bishop 
of Salisbury to fly from the top of the spire of that cathe- 
dral. The bishop, anxious for his spiritual safety, told him he was 
welcome to fly tv the church, but he would encourage no man 
to fly from it. 








AFFECTING REFLECTIONS. 


By the late Mr. CumBerLano. 


T was no common recommendation to a place of residence, 
where our summer society could boast of visitors so respec- 
table as the Lord Chief Justice Mansfield, the ex-premier 
Lord North, the duke of Leeds, the Jord Primate Robinson, 
the Lord Chancellor Rossiyn, Archbishop Moore, Bishop Moss, 
and others, who, like them, have paid the debt of nature, and 
are now no more. 

I must confess, when these, and some less illustrious, but 
more near and dearer to my heart, were struck down, it seemed 
to me as if the place had lost its sunshine, and our Walks, so 
often paced by their steps, had been strewed with their tombs. 
Within the period of my residence at Tunbridge Wells I have 
felt the loss of many friends: I have followed Lord Sackville 
to his vault at Withyham, my lamented wife to her grave in thg 
church of Frant, and there also [ caused to be deposited the 
remains of William Badcock, esq. the husband of my second 
daughter Sophia, and father of five children, awarded to my 
care by chancery, and looking up to me for the education, that 
is to decide upon their future destinies—My God! can I pre- 
sume to hope that thou wilt give me life to execute this sacred 
trust, and train them in the way, poor innocents, wherein they 
ought to go—? Three of these five fatherless relicts are boys, 
and as I distributed my four sons between the fleet and army, 
even so, if my life is spared, I meditate to deal with these grand- 
sons, who seem by nature endowed with vigour both of bady 
and of spirit for their destination. The eldest, a boy of brilli- 
ant parts, has now completed more than half his training-time, 
and is serving in his majesty’s frigate La Loire, under the coin- 
mand of Captain Maitland: that gallant and distinguished of- 
ficer reports in terms of my young charge, that inspire me with 
the warmest hopes of his well-doing ; and as i think I can fore- 
see that we shall have to fight for our altars and our hearths 
before the present generation shall pass off, [ should be sorry 
at my soul to suppose that any one of my posterity, over whoin 
I have controul, were not in train to take his part in that deci- 
sive day, whenever it shall come. 

Vol. 47. $0 Answer, 
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Answer, by H. Ellis, of Exeter, to 7. 8.’s Charade, inserted February 16, 


#,* Similar answers have also been received from Rusticus, of Awliscombe; 
G. Spry, of Egg Buckland; J. Whitnell, of Street; J. C. Cooke,of Exeter; 
W. D. of Bristol; J. A. Dyer, of Taunton; J. Mcdland, of St. Budeaux; 
J. Woodman, of North Curry; H. Easter, and J. Lewis, ot Poole; Leose- 
more, and J. 
Taunton; and W. Cave, of Pitney. 
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OUR charade, Sir, doth sure unfold, 
SHEBAT, a Jewish month of old, 


Joyce, of Tiverton; J. Ryan, of Stonehouse; Alexander, of 





Answer, by F. Ryan, Stonehouse, to Tyro’s Anagram, inserted February 29. 


*,* Similar answers have been received from H. Easter, and J. Lewis, of 
Poole ; J. Stoneman, and H. Ellis, of Exeter; J. A. Dyer, and “Alexander, 
of Taunton ; 
ton; W. D, Champion, of Bridgewater; W. Cave, of Pitney; a serjeant of 
the Broadhembury volunteers; Rusticus, of Awliscombe; Loosemore, and 
Yi loxees of liverton; W. D. of Bristol; William Varcoe, of Mevagissey ; 

. H. H. of Totnes; ]. Medland, of St. Budeaux; G. Spry, of Egg Buck- 
Jand ; and P. Codd, of Plymouth, 


OUR lines, dear Sir, if I judge right, 
Will bring a NUTMEG plain to sight. 


- Woodman, of North Curry; F. Arden, of South Pether- 





A CHARADE, by R. Trewavas, 


Y first oft clasps the stately oak on high; 
My arched next the rolling floods dety ; 
Connect these parts, a place you’ll view, 
Ye honour’d bards of fame, adicu ! 











A REBUS, dy W. Terdinnick, of St. Budeaux. 





Consonant must first be found ; 
And unto it a vowel join’d; 
Thirdly, a game at cards select; | 
And then a tree you must detect; 
The next a spicy plant declare, 
And then my rebus will appear: 
The initials found, and joined righe, 
A precious stone will bring to sight, 





| 

| 
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A CHARADE, dy T. Rutger, of Clowance. i 
HE man on humble measures bent, 
Nor secks for wealth his joys increase ; . 
Whilst o’er his cottage reigns content, i 
Calanly enjoys my first in peace. 


While from my next, that yields a part 
Pure as the gentle spring that flows, yj 
He claims an open, gen’rous heart 
The stings of conscience never knows. 


And when to life he bids my whole, 
Resign’d, in peace he sinks to rest, 
In hopes that his immortal soul, 
May soon be number’d with the blest. 
6 POETRY, 
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TO MY SUNDAY SCHOLARS, ON PARTING. 


Press my tender charge! I bid adieu 
To the most pleasing task of teaching you: 
But tho’ I leave you, God is still your friend ; 
On whon, for all supplies, you may depend. 

His gracious spirit can instruct you still, 

And open to your reason all his will. 

On him depend, he never will forsake 

The sou) that seeks him for a Saviour’s sake. 
That Saviour you’ve been taught to know and fear, 
And by his word your daily course to steer. 

O! weasure all bis precepts in your mind: 

As from a father who is good and kind. 

Be not rebellious ; harden hot your heart, 

Lest in his promises you share no part. 

Come out from all the vain, ungodly world, 
Who into uttet datkness will be hurl’d, 

Be not asham’d of Jesus, or his hame, 

But for his cause rejoice to suffer shame. 
This did the patriar¢hs, and the saints of old: 
Those whom the world unworthy was to hold. 
Be sure to venerate God’s holy day, 

Nor vainly pass the sacred hours away. 

Keep close to ordinances, means of grace, 

And let each sabbath see you in your place. 

Shun bad companions, as a deadly pest, 

Whose mouths profane make sacred things a jest. 
Let prayer and praise your youthful lips employ, 
And still remember, God is ever nigh; 

He sees your heart, knows every secret there, 
And calls himself ** the God who answers prayer.” 
Fear none but n1M who kills and makes alive, 
And you will soon to heavenly bliss arrive. 

Time passes swiftly, dubious is its stay, 

And Jesus says, that we ** should watch and pray.” 
May you and I, my dears, attend the call : 

For what is said to one is said to add, 


Lord grant thy grace, that we may all be meet 
To join the choir who worship at thy feet! 
Wash’d in. thy blood! assist the sacred throng, 
And join with Moses the angelic song 
Farewell! Farewell! I bid you all adieu! 
Remember me. I will remember you. 


MARY JONES. 
Wincanton, April 5, 18076 














LINES WRITTEN on a WINDOW at an INN. 


= too thy name, sweet maid! shall stand, 
And fairest in the list be found, 
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Where many an artless traveller’s hand 
His fair-one’s praises scrawls around. 


Afresh at every stage he grieves, 

Which bears him further from her atms, 
And fondly still behind him leaves 

Some frail memorial of her charms, 


So pines and moans the stricken hart, 
And as he flies betrays his wound; 
Drags to the shades a rankling dart, 
And stains with crimson drops the ground. 


Stranger! to this dear name be kind, 
While far hes lover roves forlorn ; 
Pity the anguish of his mind, 
From the soft smile of beauty torn, 


So to thy destin’d journey’s end, 
Be hope companion of thy way, 

And there thy mistress or thy friend, 
With truth unchang’d, thy cares repay. 





Bristol. 


For the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 
SUN-RISE: A Sonnet. 


Rao yon east begins to glow 

With Sol’s refulgent ray, 

That tips the cloud-capp’d mountain's brow, 
And makes the earth look gay. 


The leaves distil ambrosial dew, 
Now morn ascends the skies ; 

And liquid gems appear in view 
As the bright beams arise. 


The songsters tbro’ the leafy grove, 





Hail the young day with notes of love, 
And each responsive sings; | 
While all the glad creation raise } 
Grateful, symphonious songs of praise, 
When Phabus" reign begins. 
Ww. Cc. 








ee | 


FADED BEAUTY, 


iy DED Delia moves compassion, 
But no longer can subdue; 
Now her face is ouf of fashion, 

She must take her turn and sue, i 


All her airs, so long affected, 

Might in blooming youth be borne; 
But ia age, if not corrected, 

Move our pity, or our scorn, 


Wealth nor titles can support ye, 
Wretched Delia, in decay ; 

*T is allow’d to nymphs past forty 
To look on, but not to play. 


If your itch be past reclaiming, 
So receive your due delisht; 
As old bullies, broke by gaming, 
Sull take pleasure in the fighs. 
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